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December 9, 2025 

 

Prout Farm  

The Select Board would like to share an update regarding the Prout Farm property. 

One of our core responsibilities as a Board is to safeguard the Town’s assets and the rights that come with them. 

With Prout Farm, this includes the agricultural exemption written into the property’s conservation restriction. 

We take this role seriously, and we want to be clear: pursuing legal action is never our first choice. For nearly 

two years, we have worked hard to find a solution that avoids litigation. 

Since the Conservation Commission voted unanimously in January 2024 to exercise the agricultural exemption, 

the Town has had many conversations with the Westwood Land Trust. We recognize the important role the 

Land Trust plays in stewarding conservation lands and expected them to be a key partner in this process. 

Unfortunately, despite our repeated outreach, the Land Trust has refused in any meaningful way to engage in 

dialogue, and those discussions have not resulted in a path forward. 

We know this is an important and complicated issue for our community. We have heard from residents who feel 

strongly that agricultural use of the property is consistent with the conservation restriction and would provide 

meaningful community benefits. We have also heard from residents who believe that allowing agriculture on 

this site would impair valuable habitat and set a troubling precedent. Both perspectives reflect deeply held 

values about conservation and stewardship, and we take them seriously. 

To be transparent, we are posting the full complaint and the conservation restriction on the Town’s website. We 

encourage residents to review these materials. 

It is important to note that if the Town is successful, any agricultural use of the property would need to go 

through a fair and open public process, such as a Request for Proposals. No outcome is guaranteed for any 

particular farm or applicant. The Town has expressed interest in exploring options such as community farming, 

but it would be up to that public process to determine what is possible. 

We remain willing to continue discussions with the Land Trust in hopes of finding a solution outside of the 

courtroom. At the same time, we cannot allow the Town’s rights to be set aside. If necessary, we will rely on the 

courts to resolve this disagreement, while keeping the door open to a negotiated resolution. 
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