
Town of Westwood 
580 High Street 
Westwood MA 02090 

 

 
INFORMATION TO VOTERS 
FOR SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 
TUESDAY, September 9, 2025 

 
POLLS OPEN 7:00 A.M. – 8:00 P.M. 

POLLING LOCATIONS 

Precinct One – Westwood High School Gymnasium 
Precinct Two – Westwood High School Gymnasium 
Precinct Three –Westwood High School Gymnasium 
Precinct Four – Westwood High School Gymnasium 
Precinct Five- Westwood High School Gymnasium 



 

WHY ARE YOU RECEIVING THIS INFORMATION? 

In towns that have accepted the provisions of Massachusetts General 
Laws Chapter 53 section 18B as Westwood did at the Annual Town 
Meeting on May 4, 2015, the Select Board is required to print and 
mail to each household where a registered voter resides, information 
related to each question that will appear on the town election ballot. 
The information must include (1) the full text of each question (2) a 
fair and concise summary of each question, including a one sentence 
statement describing the effect of a yes or a no vote, prepared by the 
town counsel; and (3) arguments for and against each question, which 
may not exceed 150 words. When a voter question will appear on the 
ballot, the statute provides for a request by the town counsel for 
“written arguments from the principal proponents and opponents of 
the question” with a notice period of at least 7 days. The statute also 
provides that the principal proponent and principal opponents shall 
be the person determined by town counsel to be best able to present 
the argument for and against the question. If no argument is received 
from a proponent or opponent, an argument must be prepared by 
town counsel. 

 

 
THE BALLOT QUESTION FOR SPECIAL TOWN ELECTION 
September 9, 2025 

Shall the Town of Westwood be allowed to exempt from the 
provisions of proposition two and one-half, so-called, the amounts 
required to pay for the bonds issued in order to pay costs of 
constructing, equipping, and furnishing a new fire station, including 
the payment of all costs incidental and related thereto? 

YES  

NO   



SUMMARY OF THE BALLOT QUESTION 
 

 
This ballot question is being presented to voters to authorize the Town 
to raise by taxation, outside the limits imposed by Propositions 2 ½, 
the annual debt service to pay for the construction of a new fire 
station at the site of the current fire station. The appropriation of 
funds for this project was Article 14 on the Warrant for the Annual 
Town Meeting held on May 19, 2025. 

 
Pursuant to Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 59, Section 21C, 
Town Meeting may, by a two-thirds vote, seek voter approval and at a 
regular or special election to assess taxes for debt service of a specific 
project in excess of the amount allowed annually under Proposition 
2½. The maximum amount a city or town may levy in a given year is 
generally referred to as the “levy limit.” However, under the law, 
voters may approve by ballot an exception to this limit, known as a 
“debt exclusion, to allow the amount required for annual debt service 
on projects approved at Town Meeting to exceed Proposition 2½ 
limits. The ballot question proposes such a “debt exclusion” for a bond 
expected to have a 30-year term. 

The budget to build this fire station is $38.1 million dollars. While the 
actual bonding costs cannot yet be determined, the Town’s Finance 
Director advises voters that this appropriation could result in an 
annual debt service payment of $2,408,280 . The Finance Director 
further estimates that this may result in an approximate impact of 
$30.86 per one-hundred thousand of assessed valuation, which could 
translate to $372 per year on the average tax bill for a house assessed 
at $1,204,037, the current average cost of a house in Westwood. 

EFFECT OF A YES OR NO VOTE 
 
A “Yes Vote” will allow the Town to pay the annual debt service 
required by the bonds issued to construct a new fire station outside 
the limits of the Proposition 2 ½ levy limit. 

A “No Vote” will not allow the Town to borrow the funds necessary to 
construct the proposed new fire station. 

 



ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR AND AGAINST THE QUESTION: 
 
 
 

IN FAVOR: A YES VOTE 
 

Replacing FS1 is required. The 75-year-old station, last renovated 50 
years ago, has exceeded its useful life, is vastly undersized, inaccessible, 
and is unsafe for our firefighters. It suffers from operational deficiencies, 
failing structural integrity and fails to provide appropriate 
decontamination zones.  
 
This project is designed to maximize mission readiness while addressing 
all noted deficiencies. The project cost has been significantly reduced 
from initial estimates of $43M to the final bid of $38.1M. At an assumed 
interest rate of 4.75% for a 30-year bond to fund the project, the increase 
in taxes for the average homeowner will be about $1 a day – a sound 
investment in our public safety infrastructure.    
 
Unanimously recommended by all town boards which reviewed this 
project, a “Yes” vote is a fiscally responsible action, ensuring the safety of 
both our residents and firefighters. Time is of the essence for both safety 
and cost reasons. 
 
Robert Gotti 
 
 

AGAINST: A NO VOTE 

In 2023 Westwood retained an independent fire consulting company 
which determined our current capacity is substantially sufficient for  
our needs. The Select Board chose to disregard this study and designed  
a station with 10 bunk rooms, 12 bathrooms and 8 offices – for 7 
firefighters and 5 administrators – that is 2½ times the current station 
size and would cost $70 million (while the Islington station is 
underutilized). 
 
After this outrageous proposal was voted down in June, the Select Board 
held a “listening session” which mostly consisted of the Board dismissing 
voters for being ignorant. This was disturbing, and now, rather than 
proposing a reasonable design, they are holding a re-vote on the exact 
same design. 
 
No one is denying the need for a new Fire Station. But there are 
hundreds of millions of dollars in capital projects also coming up. Make 
them do the right thing. VOTE NO AGAIN. 

Brian Camenker 
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