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Westwood’s Open Space & Recreation Plan (OSRP) was adopted by 

the Planning Board and endorsed by Town Meeting in 2000. 

 

An updated OSRP must be adopted and submitted to the 

Massachusetts Department of Conservation & Recreation (DCR) in 

order for the town to become eligible for various open space and 

recreation grant programs. 

 

The Select Board established the Open Space & Recreation Planning 

Committee in late 2017 to review the 2000 OSRP and recommend 

plan updates and revisions. 

 

The Committee met throughout 2018 and worked closely with 

consultant Gino Carlucci of PGC Associates, LLC to prepare the draft 

OSRP Update. 
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An Open Space & Recreation Survey was released in November and 

December 2017 and expanded to include responses from Westwood High 

School Students in February 2018. 
 

 

The survey was completed by 809 respondents, with 641 responses in the 

initial release and 168 responses during the second offering. 
 

 

The survey results are summarized in the OSRP Update and detailed in an 

appendix to the plan: 
 

 

• The majority of responders rated Westwood’s recreational facilities            

as Very Good or Excellent. 
 

• Respondents identified Hale Reservation was the most used Open Space 

area followed by Lowell Woods. 
 

• 81% rated Active Recreation as very important and 60% rated Wildlife 

Habitat as very important 
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An Open Space & Recreation Visioning Workshop was held on  

February 1, 2018. 
 

The workshop was attended by approximately 60 residents, 43 of which 

signed in and actively participated in discussion sessions. 
 

The workshop conclusions are summarized in the OSRP Update: 
 

•Need for recreation opportunities for residents of all ages, such as a 

community recreation center. 
 

•Need for continued and improved maintenance of fields and recreation 

spaces, and need for more fields, basketball and tennis courts. 
 

•Walking paths, bike paths, and trails help foster a greater sense of 

community in the town. 
 

•Conservation of open space and natural resources remains a priority, 

both for recreational use and environmental preservation. 
 

•Better signage, maps, and public outreach and education regarding open 

space would benefit the town. 
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The OSRP Committee recommends goals and objectives, divided into 

three categories: 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proposed goals and objectives are prioritized within each category. 
 
 

  GOALS 

 

1. General Goals 
 

2. Open Space Goals 
 

3. Recreation Goals 
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GOAL 1:  Pursue Adoption of Community Preservation Act (CPA). 

 

GOAL 2:   Protect and enhance Westwood’s community character. 

 

  GOALS 

 

General Goals 
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GOAL 1: Improve management and condition of conservation areas. 

 

GOAL 2:  Increase awareness about Westwood’s existing open space and 

conservation areas To Encourage Use and Protection. 

 

GOAL 3:  Identify, protect and acquire lands appropriate for open space 

and conservation that are contiguous to existing protected 

land, provide connectivity, have high natural resource and 

habitat value, or are in areas of Town with limited open space 

areas. 

  GOALS 

 

Open Space Goals 
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GOAL 1:  Expand opportunities for extended use of existing recreation 

fields and facilities to meet demonstrated need. 
 

GOAL 2:  Develop a new indoor recreation community center to better 

serve the community’s needs for recreation programming. 
 

GOAL 3:   Identify properties which might be available to serve unmet 

recreational needs. 
 

GOAL 4:  Develop new outdoor recreation facilities and programs. 
 

 

GOAL 5:  Develop new ice skating opportunities. 
 

 

GOAL 6:  Continue to provide quality recreational programming for all 

Westwood residents. 

  GOALS 

 

Recreation Goals 
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The 2000 OSRP recommended that the Town “Support enabling legislation 

for a statewide local option real estate transfer tax to fund open space and 

housing goals.” Through the passage of M.G.L. Chapter 44B in 2000, the state 

enacted the Community Preservation Act (CPA). 
 

 

The CPA allows municipalities to implement a local CPA property tax 

surcharge of up to 3%, and provides annual distributions from the state's 

Community Preservation Trust Fund, which combine to form a town's 

Community Preservation Fund. 
 

 

Community Preservation Funds may be spend for four purposes: 
 

1. Open Space Acquisition 

2. Development of Outdoor Recreation Facilities 

3. Historic Preservation 

4. Affordable Housing. 

 

 
 

    CPA 
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Communities may set the local CPA surcharge at any amount up to 

3%. 

 

Towns may adopt various exemptions to the local CPA surcharge: 
 

•Exemption for the first $100,000 of assessed value 

•Exemption for elderly and low income households 

•Exemption for non-residential properties. 

 

Many town’s elect to assess a 1% or 1.5% surcharge. 

 

Bonus matches are provided to municipalities with 3% surcharges. 
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To date, 173 towns and cities have adopted the CPA.  Those 173 

municipalities receive the benefit of the state's Community 

Preservation Trust Fund, including funds collected for transactions 

in all 351 cities and towns. 
 

    CPA 

Towns  that have adopted the CPA 

Cities that have adopted the CPA 
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State matching funds have declined significantly as more cities and 

town have adopted the CPA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Community Preservation Trust Fund initially provided 100% 

matching funds to cities and towns.  The current match rate is closer 

to 20%. 
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Westwood voters considered and rejected the adoption of the CPA in 

2001 and 2008. 
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A sampling of other communities which have voted against adoption 

of the CPA: 
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A sampling of communities which have voted to adopt the CPA: 
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The draft 2019 OSRP recommended that the Town again “Pursue 

Adoption of Community Preservation Act.” 

 

If Westwood adopted the CPA in FY19 and instituted a 1% surcharge 

on residential and commercial properties, with exemptions for the 

first $100,000 of assessed value and for low income and elderly 

homeowners, estimated amounts would be: 

 
 

•Average residential property owner surcharge = $92 

 

•Average commercial property owner = $282 

 

•Total annual surcharge = $744,000 
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The Long Range Financial Planning Committee (LRFPC) reviewed 

the draft OSRP recommendation to pursue adoption of the CPA. 

 

The LRFPC recommended against sponsoring a CPA warrant article 

at the May 2019 Town Meeting.  Principle concerns included: 

 

•Uncertainty with the state matching funds 
 

•Uncertainty/timing with the new federal tax laws limiting 

local tax deductions 

 

The LRFPC recommended that the Select Board remain open to 

considering the CPA again at a future Town Meeting.   

    CPA 
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Planning Board holds public hearing to consider draft OSRP Update. 

 

Planning Board receives comments from the Select Board, 

Conservation Commission, Recreation Commission, MAPC, and all 

interested residents and organizations. 

 

Planning Board revises and adopts the final OSRP Update. 

 

Planning Board sponsors warrant article for Town Meeting 

endorsement of OSRP update. 

 

Town submits the adopted OSRP Update to the Department of 

Conservation and Recreation for approval.   

 

Town becomes eligible to apply for open space and recreation grants. 
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Questions and Comments? 

PROCESS 
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Examples of CPA Funded Projects in Needham: 

    CPA 
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Examples of CPA Funded Projects in Bedford: 
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Examples of CPA Funded Projects in Concord: 
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Examples of CPA Funded Projects in Canton: 

 
                (8 projects since 2012) 
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