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Meeting Minutes 

 

The Task Force met at 7:00 PM for a walking tour of Islington.  

 

Task Force Members Present: 

Helen Gordon, Rabih Shanshiry, Al Wisialko, Michael Walsh, Nancy Donahue, Kela Klosi, Trish Tucke, 

Michael Jaillet, Nora Loughnane, Abby McCabe, Nicole Banks, Tricia Perry, Sarah Cleveland, Michael 

Reardon, Paul Sicard, and Jack Patterson. 

 

Members Absent: Trevor Laubenstein, George Hertz, Pam Dukeman, Mary Beth Persons, Todd Korchin. 

 

Walking Tour of Islington Center – 

The Task Force and other interested residents met in front of the ICC for a walking tour of Islington.  The 

group went north on Washington to Fairview Street, crossed over and traveled south to the intersection of 

School and Washington, continued south on Washington Street towards Park Circle, then back north on 

Washington Street stopping at various properties including the Fire Station and Morrison Field along the 

way.  The primary purpose of the walking to is to take a close look at the Islington Center area and fully 

capture the pedestrian experience.   

 

The Task Force reconvened in the Sanctuary in the ICC and the meeting was called to order.  

 

Update on Redevelopment of Property in Islington Center: 

Ms. McCabe reported that a condition of the Planning Board’s FMUOD special permit approval for the 

mixed use project across the street was that the historic Blue Hart Tavern not be demolished for a period 

of 19 months from the date of special permit approval, and the Board has recently approved the relocation 

of the building to the back side of the 9 School Street property next to the former Tailor Shop building.  

Some trees will be removed for this building but a 20 ft. landscape buffer will remain between the building 

and the abutting residential property.  The building will be stored there temporarily and not open while a 

permanent use and location can be fully considered.  The Planning Board also received an application for a 

new gas station at the site of the old gas station at 390 Washington Street that has been closed for over a 

year.  The proposal is to remove the old vehicle repair shop and have a convenience store in the old 

building with façade improvements, reuse the two gas pump fueling stations and add a canopy.  This 

hearing is scheduled to open on the Planning Board’s July 12 meeting. 

 

Receipt of Petition 

Right after the Task Force’s last meeting in May a petition was received in response to the Town’s recent 

RFP for the Town-owned properties with support to keep the iconic ICC buildings, specifically the steeple 

and the branch library. A copy of the petition was emailed to the Task Force. A Task Force member 

suggested saving the contacts for those on the petition to keep people informed and up-to-date on the 

process and this group’s work.  There was a discussion on how to keep people informed and a reverse 911 

call was suggested, or at least a call to Islington Center neighborhood residents.  All residents were 

encouraged to sign up for the Town’s weekly email notification list that will send a weekly email with all 

Town events posted for the following week.  People in attendance were also reminded that the Task Force 

was established to provide this kind of forum for residents, business and stakeholders to stay informed 

and have productive discussions, which is what this group has been doing and has been meeting monthly.   

 

Islington Center Survey 

The link to the Islington center Survey was included in the recent quarterly newsletter mailed to all homes 

in Westwood, and was noticed in the Westwood Press.  The survey link is also prominently displayed on 
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the Town’s website.  The survey will remain open through June 30.  Over 500 responses have been 

received thus far and paper copies are available at the Library, Town Clerk’s office, Senior Center, and 

Planning office. 

 

Public Comments and Questions: 

Members of the public asked questions about the response to the RFP for the Town-owned properties, the 

process, and some expressed support for the steeple of the ICC to remain.  The Task Force responded 

that the RFP was due yesterday and this group will be receiving paper copies of the single response 

proposal this evening for review on another date, and a lengthy review process will follow.  The Task Force 

will first review to verify that the proposal meets the minimum threshold criteria, and will discuss in detail 

before making its recommendation to the Board of Selectmen.  The Selectmen will then decide if they 

want to pursue the proposal.  If the Selectmen decide that the proposal is worthy of pursuit,  the 

developer will be instructed to submit applications and detailed plans to the various boards and 

commissions for their review.  If all plan approvals are granted by the required boards and commissions, 

Town Meeting approval will still be needed for any sale or lease of Town-owned land.  The submission at 

this point is contains only concept level plans.  Fully engineered plans would be required for review by 

boards and commissions. This Task Force does not have ultimate decision making authority, but is 

advisory in nature and advises the Board of Selectmen and Planning Board as either board makes its 

decisions.  The RFP was left open-ended to encourage creative responses.  The Board of Selectmen may 

or may not decide to move forward with the submitted proposal.  

 

Although only one response to the RFP was received the 45-day timeframe for submission did not seem to 

be a deterrent for those interested.  Many interested parties took a copy of the RFP but financial feasibility 

was given as a reason in at least one case of why a developer did not submit.  The response received was 

from Petruzziello Properties, the property owner that owns the most land in the area.  The ownership of 

adjacent land makes this proposal more feasible than a proposal from someone who does not control 

adjacent property.  The proposal from Petruzziello has not yet been fully reviewed but includes calls for 

the purchase of all four of the Town-owned properties, and proposes relocation of the library to where the 

CVS is now, construction of an addition on the library to house the MMO and Community Space, 

preservation of the Blue Hart Tavern off of School Street, construction of a mixed use building with 

parking on the northwest corner of Washington and School Streets, and construction of a new building to 

house CVS with a new parking layout at the corner where the ICC is now. 

 

The Town has had experience with land disposition in the past, most recently with the Girl Scout House 

that was behind Town Hall and has now been removed for the construction of Deerfield Avenue Extension 

and new police station. The Town has worked with the Girl Scouts to construct a new Scout House 

adjacent to the Hanlon School.  Additionally, the Town acquired 5 Highview Street and subsequently 

auctioned off that property, which is now proposed for a Habitat for Humanity house.  Another example is 

an 11-acre parcel on High Street known as the former YMCA parcel, which was sold for development of an 

optometrist shop and Montessori School.  In addition, the town used an RFP process similar to this one for 

the sale of the historic Colburn School, which was then relocated to allow for the construction of the new 

library and rehabilitated for a mixed residential and commercial building.  

 

The RFP threshold criteria will be fully reviewed by this Task Force as well as the Board of Selectmen and 

one of the criteria is that sufficient parking remains.  People were also reminded that the municipal lot was 

originally purchased by the Town when the state removed the on-street angled parking with the intent of 

providing parking for the local businesses.  The properties that were intended to benefit from this 

municipal parking are now owned by Petruzziello Properties. 
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The RFP document and a redacted version of the response to the RFP will be posted to the website within 

the next couple of days (confidential and financial information will be redacted).  Task Force members 

were reminded not to share the confidential paper copies which were given to them at this meeting.  The 

full RFP response narrative and plans were distributed to the Task Force members. 

 

Minutes: 

On a motion by Michael Jaillet, seconded by Al Wisialko, the minutes of May 19, 2016, were approved (14-

0-1 (M. Walsh abstained)) with an amendment to correct the meeting date. 

 

Next Meeting Date: 

A sample scoring sheet was reviewed at the last meeting and will be provided to members in advance of 

the next meeting.  With only one proposal to review, the scoring sheet will merely guide discussion. 

 

The next meeting was scheduled for Thursday, September 8 in the Islington Community Center.  A 

subsequent meeting was tentatively scheduled for the following week on Thursday, September 15.  The 

Task Force will review the response to the RFP on September 8 and if the group finds the threshold criteria 

is met, the developer will be invited to present the proposal on September 15.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:00 pm.    

 


