
O
bjectives

1.  P
rovide opportunities for partnership and 

com
m

unication am
ong parents, school personnel

and the other interested
parties in special 

education.

2.  B
ring fam

ilies and com
m

unity m
em

bers together.

3.  P
rovide resources related to fam

ilies' needs and
interests.
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To learn m
ore about our organization, go to
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w
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(Special E
ducation P

arent A
dvisory C

ouncil) 
is an independent advocacy group w

ith the 
m

ission to w
ork for the understanding of, 

respect for, and support of all children 
w

ith disabilities in our com
m

unity.
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B
enefits

1.  A
ccess a w

ealth of inform
ation from

 com
m

unity,
state, and

federal organizations.

2.  U
nderstand the difference betw

een IEPs (Individualized
E

ducation P
rogram

) and 504 accom
m

odations.

3.  Learn to navigate the special education m
aze.

4.  Learn to advocate and netw
ork.

5.  P
articipate in w

orkshops and events.

6.  U
nderstand the rights of students and their

parents/guardians.

7.  W
ork w

ith your S
E

PA
C

 school liaison.

8.  Vote on m
atters pertaining to the education, 

program
m

ing, and safety of students w
ith disabilities.

(See m
em

bership form
 on back for voting eligibility.)

M
em

bership

M
em

bership is open to all parents, guardians, 
educators, and other interested parties. In order to join,
each academ

ic year, a m
em

bership form
 m

ust be 
com

pleted. N
o dues are required but donations are w

elcom
e.

M
eetings

There are four to eight m
eetings during the 

academ
ic year. M

eetings take place from
 7-9pm

 in the
P

rofessional 
D

evelopm
ent 

R
oom

 
of 

the 
W

estw
ood

H
igh S

chool A
dm

inistration B
uilding at 220 N

ahatan
Street, W

estw
ood. M

eetings m
ay include but are not

lim
ited to invited speakers, "B

asic R
ights" w

orkshop,
and S

E
PA

C
 resources and inform

ation. 

W
hat is Special Education?

This term
 refers to services provided beyond the

regular classroom
 curriculum

. Students m
ay have one

or several disabilities in the follow
ing areas: health,

physical, 
developm

ental 
delay, 

sensory 
(hearing,

vision, deaf-blind), intellectual, neurological, em
otional,

autism
, speech and com

m
unication or specific learning

issues. D
isabilities m

ust im
pact the student's ability to

m
ake effective progress in school and require specifically

designed instruction or related services in order to
access the general curriculum

.* 

W
hat is a PA

C
?

U
nder the C

ode of M
assachusetts R

egulations 603
C

M
R

 28:07 (4) each school district is required to have
a Special E

ducation P
arent A

dvisory C
ouncil. It is a

district-w
ide organization of parents/guardians, teachers,

adm
inistrators, and other interested parties w

orking in
partnership to provide an appropriate public education
to all children w

ith disabilities. The parent advisory
council duties include but are not lim

ited to: advising
the district on m

atters that pertain to the education and
safety of students w

ith disabilities; m
eeting regularly

w
ith school officials to participate in the planning, 

developm
ent, and evaluation of the school district's

special education program
s. 

* All Departm
ent of Education Regulations 

can be found on the 
D

epartm
ent of Education w

ebsite:
http://w

w
w

.doe.m
ass.edu/law

sregs/stateregs.htm
l 
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ouncil (SEPA

C
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M
em

bership Form
* 
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(Special 
E

ducation 
P

arent
A

dvisory C
ouncil) is an independent advocacy group

w
ith the m

ission to w
ork for the understanding of,

respect for, and support of all children w
ith disabilities

in our com
m

unity.

D
ate:

N
am

e:

A
ddress:

P
hone:

E
-m

ail:

P
arent/G

uardian____    E
ducator____    O

ther_____ 

M
ay w

e e-m
ail you m

eeting updates, etc?   Yes / N
o 

Student's grade: 
Student's age: 

N
am

e of school attending: 

D
isability (optional): 

W
estw

ood S
E

PA
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 encourages all interested parties to
becom

e m
em

bers. P
lease be aw

are that voting privileges
are lim

ited to parents/guardians of students on IE
P

s and

M
em

bership m
ust be renew

ed each academ
ic year.

N
o dues are required but donations are w

elcom
e.

Please return this form
 to:

S
E

PA
C

W
estw

ood Special E
ducation P

arent A
dvisory C

ouncil 
c/o Student S

ervices
220 N

ahatan Street
W

estw
ood, M

A
02090

* This m
em

bership form
 is not an adm

inistrative form
 and is the sole property

of the W
estw

ood Special Education Parent Advisory C
ouncil (SEPAC

).
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(please check one)

504 P
lans.


